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THE NIALS JOURNAL OF LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY: CALL FOR PAPERS

The Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (NIALS) was established in March, 1979 as
Nigeria’s apex Institution for research in advanced studies in law. In fulfillment of its mandate, to
organizes national and international seminars, symposia, conferences, workshops and lectures in any
branch of law and related subjects. NIALS also extensively engage in research. The result of such
research is documented and published as records, reports, books, monograph, journal and so forth.
We offer and demonstrate the propriety of the NIALS Journal of Law and Public Policy thus.

The gross inefficiency characterizing the husbandry of Nigeria’s, nay Africa’s resources; the abysmal
performance of its economies, the resultant stultification of sustainable economic growth,
development and sustainable human development and resultant mass impoverishment of its peoples
in spite of its stupendous natural and human resources endowment is due largely to the existence of
an interphase between the orthodoxy of economic, social, political, scientific and technological
paradigms; economic policies based on these paradigms, the institutional framework of policy
implementation and the law which purpose it is to effectuate policies for sustainable economic
growth, development and sustainable human development. The interphase creates a lag between
such paradigms, policies for sustainable economic growth, development and sustainable human
development based on these paradigms; the institutional framework of policy implementation and
the law which purpose it is to effectuate such development policies.

The abysmal performance of Nigeria and indeed most African nations in the development process
has not been mitigated by very high magnitude of allocation of financial resources to the industrial
sector; surfeit of industrial policies; trade policies that avowedly sought to protect domestic
industries; articulation of four integrated national development plans between 1962 and 1985; the

prioritization of industrialization as the most critical objective of successive governments in Nigeria.

The jury is still out as to whether there is a credible policy process to redress Nigeria’s dismal
performance in the development process. There are those who argue by underscoring the failures in
the socio-economic sector; the unremitting power and energy crises; high inflation rate, very low
human development indices; systemic official corruption; low intellectual input in governance and
lack of continuity in government policies.

Consequently, it is about time to provide a scholatly platform for this unending discourse in light of
Nigeria’s nay Africa’s committed stance to accomplish the United Nations Millennium Development



Goals (MDGs) by 2015, which inter alia are: positive change in the share and number of people
living on $1 a day pursuant to eradication of poverty; reduction in the child mortality rates water and
sanitation, life expectancy; food insecurity and eradication of hunger; girl child education, gender
equality and empowerment of women; per capita income; curtailment of maternal mortality and
improvement in maternal health; universal primary education and combat of HIV and malaria and

ensuring environmental sustainability.

The nation is behind on the attainment of these MDGs because of the lack of enabling policy
environment, lack of political will and commitment in governance; non-participatory approaches to
policy formulation; the incongruence between policies and the needs of the citizenry; lack of
correlation between policies and programmes of the government; lack of linkage between policy and
the budget; undifferentiated and inorganic legal, regulatory, institutional framework and lack of
transparency. These myriad of problems impede effective and efficient implementation of policies
and service delivery. The foregoing problems must be expediently redressed if Nigeria is to take her
rightful place in the comity of nations.

The pertinent question is what are the causes of Nigeria’s dismal economic performance and
resultant stultification of sustainable economic growth, development and sustainable human
development. For one, public policies, objectives and strategies in Nigeria are mostly ill-conceived,
prone to arbitrary modifications, neglect and outright abandonment. Public policies are conceived
and implemented in an ad hoc manner usually in the crisis mode in response to political and

economic exigencies; without recourse to rational and objective criteria.

The NIALS Journal of Law and Public Policy shall provide a veritable international intellectual
platform where scholarly inputs will be made into governance pursuant to redressing the lag existing
between paradigm orthodoxy, public policies based on these paradigms, the institutional framework
of policy implementation and the law which purpose it is to effectuate public policies.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

As an objective function of the foregoing the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies seeks to
create a platform on which broad based intellectual inputs can be made into the policy
conceptualization and implementation process in Nigeria and Africa region. It offers the NIALS
Journal of Law and Public Policy as the intellectual market place of ideas for curing the lag
between the orthodoxy of economic, scientific and technological paradigms; the institutional
framework of policy implementation and the law which purpose it is to effectuate economic
development policies.



The NIALS Journal of Law and Public Policy is a multi-disciplinary journal to be published
biannually, one in December and the other in July. It seeks to provide in-depth understanding,
critical examination and constructive discourse of law and policy in all domains to the extent that the
tools of critical analysis and systematized knowledge of such domains can be pressed to service to
solve real live problems pursuant to the attainment of the ultimate end of public policy and good
governance, which is the enhancement of the wellbeing of humanity.

The journal will explore the multi-disciplinary relationship between policy in the different sectors of
the economy such as health, industry, science and technology, tourism, mining, petroleum, ecology,
agriculture and food security, education, information technology, security and defense and so forth;
and the relationship between such policies and the paradigms upon which they are predicated and
the law which function it is to effectuate, animate and give legal sinew to such policies.

The ultimate desideratum of the NIALS Journal of Law and Public Policy is to provide profound
and constructive perception on the various tools of analysis of the different domains, their
demonstrable processes and procedures which could be deployed as veritable devices for solving
real live problems in the various sectors of the economy at the same time contribute to the
development of such processes and procedures. Articles will be required to interphase and establish
linkages between paradigms, policies based on such paradigms and the law which purpose is to
effectuate such policies. The journal in spite of its inter-disciplinary nature remains a legal journal,
and contributors are only enjoined to press to service the theoretical foundations of the different
domains as problem solving tools, whilst concomitantly, bringing such theories to bear on real live
problems in the public domain pursuant to deploying the law to solving them.

The journal shall strive to provide our readership with an array of timely, innovative articles on the
most significant legal, political, economic, social, scientific and technological issues bedeviling
Nigeria and Africa. Such articles will dwell on these issues in the context of their implication for
sustainable economic growth, development and sustainable human development in Nigeria and the
Africa region. It will offer insight into these myriad of issues and the problems they engendered
pursuant to deploying the law to effectuate policies articulated to redress such problems.

PUBLISHER
The journal is a NIALS Publication.

EDITORIAL BOARD AND REVIEW COMMITTEE



(1) Professor Epiphany Azinge, SAN- Chairman
(2) Professor Bolaji Owasanoye

(3) Professor Mike Ikhariale

(4) Professor C.J. Dakas

(5) Professor A. Atsenuwa

(6) Dr. Adebisi Arewa

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF AND CHAIRMAN EDITORIAL AND REVIEW COMMITTEE
Professor Epiphany Azinge, SAN, Director General, Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies.
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Dr. John Adebisi Arewa, Fellow, Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies.

SUBMISSIONS

The NIALS Journal of Law and Public Policy invites the submission of articles from the legal,
political, economic, health, education and all domains and inter-disciplinary perspectives on the
issues relevant to all the sectors of the economy in the light of their potentials for inducing and
catalyzing sustainable economic growth, development and sustainable human development.

REVIEW

All manuscripts will be peer reviewed by notable experts in the different domains, and subject to the
review process of the Editorial and Review Committee, so as to ensure high standards and quality of
the articles. The NIALS Journal of Law and Public Policy also welcomes the submission of reviews
on published books, and notes. Each manuscript is randomly forwarded to two expert reviewers; the
final acceptance of the submitted manuscripts is subject to the final decision of the Editorial and
Review Committee which is composed of six distinguished scholars and experts.

The NIALS Journal of Law and Public Policy is an academic and practicing reference for scholars,
practitioners and policy makers and multi-disciplinary backgrounds.

FORMAT OF MANUSCRIPT

Two or more manuscripts should be submitted to the Executive Editor, type-written on one side of
the paper (A4 size) with margins and double-line spacing in word format Times New Roman font.
The manuscript must not exceed 30 pages, including abstract of not more than 250 words.

The article must include: Title of paper, abstract, introduction and conclusions. It must include
recommendations and should be broken down into sub-headings and segments. Aside from the title,



which shall be in full capital letters, all other sub-headings should be in initial capitals. The Name,
Address, title and G.S.M number of the author should be clearly stated in the manuscript. All non-
English words must be in italics.

METHOD OF REFERENCE
Reference to Books

Author’s initials and then surname, title of book (in bold font) place of publication, publisher, page,
year of publication in parenthesis. For example, B.O. Owasanoye, Nigerian Constitution, Lagos,
Global Press, 88 (2011).

Reference to Articles

Author’s initials and then surname, title of article in quotes; followed by volume of journal, then title
of journal in italic (bold font), page, year of publication. For example, H. Bavli, ‘Psychological
Variables Relevant to Models of Legal Evolution Toward Efficiency, 3 Erasmus Law and
Economics Review, 21-40 (2007).

Reference to Chapter in Books

Author’s initials, followed by surname, title of chapter in quotes, followed by the phrase, in xyz
(ed(s)), followed by the title of the book (in bold font and italized), then place of publication,
publisher, page, year of publication in parenthesis. For example, C. O. Williams, ‘Law and Crime in
Nigeria,” in B.O. Davids and D.A. kara (eds.), The Nigerian Legal Order, Lagos, Universal Press,
55-100 (2011).

Subsequent References

For exactly the same reference as the previous use Ibid. For exactly the same reference as the
previous footnote, but a different page number, use Ibid, at 22. For subsequent reference but not
immediately preceding the current one, use op. cit. for example A.A. Adekunle, op. cit. at 110.

Reference to Internet Sources

For example. C.C. Musa, ‘Law and Development. Awvailable at.
http://www.iaab.org/2009_iaabd_proceedings/track7i.pdf

Manuscripts to Be Submitted To:

Dr. Adebisi Arewa,
The Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies,
University of Lagos Campus, Lagos.

E-mail: arewaadebisi@yahoo.com; GSM: 08036614868.
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All articles should be submitted electronically within thirty days of the receipt of this
correspondence. We look forward to receiving your article.

Professor Epiphany Azinge, SAN

Director General



